2012 Groves Conference on Marriage and Family
“FAMILIES CREATING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES”

Copan, Honduras
May 22-26, 2012
Hotel Marina Copan

Conference Theme

Groves Conference on Marriage and Family 2012 will examine the unique and deliberate strategies individuals, families, and communities in Honduras are pursuing to create sustainable paths out of poverty. We will focus on family issues of survival, livelihood, and dignity in an economically bifurcated, multi-ethnic society. In particular, the contributions and resilience of the seven indigenous populations in Honduras will be examined. Past conference themes of family security, environment, economy, and family resilience will be interwoven in the 2012 Groves Conference as we meet with local families, scholars, community leaders and activists to discuss the development of “communities doing it for themselves”. Questions to be considered:

What are ethical and wise uses of human/family and natural resources?

In what way do sustainable communities promote social equity, foster citizen participation, or maintain community health?

What role does communal meals; services to refugee families, or mixed income neighborhoods play in sustainability?

What role can children and schools have in creating sustainable communities? Elders?

What are the political, environmental and economic strengths and challenges of creating microenterprises in developing countries?

In what way might family scholars assist or impede the development of intentional or sustainable communities?

Call for Proposals

Family and related professionals are invited to submit a 500 word proposal to facilitate a workshop, organize an expert panel for discussion, or lead a roundtable. Submissions of research, theory, or practice related to the conference theme are preferred. All submissions will be peer-reviewed.
Instructions for Proposals – Deadline January 1, 2012
Two copies of proposals for workshops, panel or roundtable should be submitted. Both copies should contain the following:

* Proposed presentation title
* Specification of preferred format (workshop, panel, or roundtable)
* Statement of purpose/objective(s) of presentation (50 words maximum)
* Summary/description of content of proposed presentation (400 words maximum)
* Discussion of relevance to conference theme (50 words maximum)

One copy of the proposal also should contain a cover page with the following information: 

* Name(s) of author(s)
* Position(s) and institutional affiliation(s) of author(s)
* Mailing address(es) for author(s)
* E-mail address(es) and phone number(s) for author(s)
* Indication for each author of plans for conference attendance (yes/no)
Send proposal as a Word document via email to Co-Chair Leslie Koepke at: koepkel@uwstout.edu. If no internet, please mail proposal to: Leslie Koepke, Ph.D., Heritage Hall 102, University of Wisconsin-Stout, Menomonie, WI 54751. Notification of proposal status will be received by February 1, 2012.

Publication Opportunity
Select conference submissions will be invited by the conference co-chairs for inclusion in an edited Groves monograph.
Accommodations/Transportation

Hotel reservations for May 22-26 may be made by contacting www.hotelmarinacopan.com. Room fees are $70 plus taxes for single and $75 plus taxes for double occupancy. Double occupancy room fees remain the same regardless of the number of people sharing the room. Transportation: American, Continental and Delta offer convenient flights to San Pedro Sula. Bus transportation will be provided from the San Pedro Sula airport to Copan. Contact Co-Chair Dudley Chancey for questions about lodging or transportation at: Dudley.chancey@oc.edu.  

Groves Conference Registration
Conference Registration is $275 and is due by March 1, 2012. Conference Registration will include an opening reception, four breakfasts, four lunches, the Presidential banquet; bus transportation to all conference-sponsored community visits, and entrance fees to the Mayan ruins.

Initial deposit of $100 is requested by December 1, 2011. Please submit your payment via Paypal (www.grovesconference.org/honduras.htm) or send a check to: Tammy Dunrud, Groves Association Manager; Groves Conference on Marriage and Family; Box 1011; Forest Lake, MN 55025.
Final payment of the additional $175 must be made by March 1, 2012.

The Groves Experience

Groves Conference is designed to encourage consideration and discussion in community of an in-depth, current issue affecting families. Groves follows a tradition of interactive plenaries and workshops that stimulate discussion and understanding of family processes and issues.
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